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BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE  

1. At the December 2018 Board meeting the Board issued ED 172 outlining the proposed 

Directive on the Initial Adoption of Standards of GRAP by Community Education and 

Training (CET) Colleges. The comment deadline was 8 February 2019. 

2. The purpose of the memorandum is to consider the comments received during the 

public consultation and consider any other issues relevant to finalising the Directive for 

issue.  

OVERVIEW OF CONSULTATION PROCESS 

Opportunities to provide comment on ED 172 

3. The key users of the proposed Directive are the Department of Higher Education and 

Training (DHET), the college Councils and management, and the SAICA team members 

as key preparers of college’s financial statements. The auditors of the colleges are also 

key users of Directive.  

4. These parties were consulted through the following means:  

• DHET – Consulted during development of Directive and met with them in January 

2019. No comments raised on ED 172.   

• SAICA team – Consulted during the development of the Directive and comment 

letter received from the Technical Specialist on the project.  

• College councils and/or management – The SAICA team member assisting each 

college presented the proposed Directive to the management (and where possible, 

council) of the college. To facilitate this process, the Secretariat prepared a 
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presentation on ED 172 for the SAICA team members and had a ‘train-the-trainer’ 

session via Skype with them in late January.    

• Auditors – The colleges are in the process of appointing auditors. The colleges 

were asked to inform the auditors (if appointed) of ED 172 and that should provide 

comments on the document.     

Extent of comments received and sufficiency of process 

5. The Secretariat received two comment letters. The analysis of the responses is included 

in attachment 6(b). Only minor wording changes were raised – which have been 

amended in the proposed Directive (see attachment 6(c)).  

6. Although limited comment was received, The Secretariat is of the view that sufficient 

opportunity was created for interested parties to comment on ED 172.  

Ministerial consultation 

7. A range of concerns were raised at the December 2018 Board meeting about the 

retrospective application of Standards of GRAP by the colleges. It was agreed that the 

OAG would request that the Minister of Finance discuss the issues with the Minister of 

Higher Education and Training. The Minister of Finance was informed of the issues and 

a letter drafted. As at the date of this memorandum, the letter had not been sent to the 

Department of Higher Education and Training.  

ACTION REQUESTED 

The Technical Committee members are requested to: 

(a) NOTE the consultation process and INDICATE if they agree that the consultation 

process was sufficient.  

(b) REVIEW the analysis of comments in attachment 6(b); and  

(c) REVIEW, and if considered appropriate, RECOMMEND the proposed Directive to 

the Board for issue as a final Directive.  


